
puerto Rico

144,606,491
Pounds

The information volunteers collect sets the International 
Coastal Cleanup apart from any other beach cleanup 
effort. Ocean Conservancy publishes the annual data 
gathered during the International Coastal Cleanup in the 
Ocean Trash Index, an item-by-item, location-by-location 
accounting of marine debris picked up by volunteers on 
just one day. Ocean Conservancy also makes available 
data reports by location.

What, Where—and How to Prevent 
data to tell us

Rank Debris Item
Number of  

Debris Items
Percentage of  

Total Debris Items

1 cigarettes/cigarette filters 52,907,756 32%

2 food wrappers/containers 14,766,533 9%

3 caps, lids 13,585,425 8%

4 cups, plates, forks, knives, spoons 10,112,038 6%

5 beverage bottles (plastic) 9,549,156 6%

6 bags (plastic) 7,825,319 5%

7 beverage bottles (glass) 7,062,199 4%

8 beverage cans 6,753,260 4%

9 straws/stirrers 6,263,453 4%

10 rope 3,251,948 2%

 top ten total debris items 132,077,087 80%

 total debris items worldwide 166,144,420 100%

Top Ten Items Over 25 Years

Source
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Amphibians Birds Corals/ Sponges Fish Invertebrates Mammals Reptiles Total

beverage bottles 3 8 0 27 47 13 2 100

beverage cans 1 2 0 15 17 1 0 36

crab/lobster/fish traps 1 11 1 48 106 3 3 173

fishing hooks 2 76 0 54 10 3 6 151

fishing line 9 722 14 553 237 46 55 1,636

fishing nets 3 153 1 249 207 29 30 672

bags (plastic) 13 102 0 142 91 33 23 404

ribbon/ string 0 91 0 37 29 7 2 166

rope 4 160 0 114 53 71 24 426

6-pack holders 2 63 0 52 21 3 5 146

plastic straps 2 30 34 12 5 5 88

wire 1 31 1 16 13 7 6 75

TOTAL 41 1,449 17 1,341 843 221 161 4,073

25 Years of Entangled Wildlife Found

Source
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T wenty-five years of detailed information from 
the Cleanup paints a solid picture of the top 
items of concern in our ocean and waterways. 
That information enables us to identify where 
these items originate, so we can stop them 
at the source. 

Many of the items trashing our ocean are 
disposable products that find their way to the 
water through improper disposal or dumping. 
Others escape from waste management 
systems. The data show us where to focus 
strategies to stop ocean trash.

years of impacts

25 Years  
of Cleanups
Almost nine million people 
have picked up some 144 
million pounds of trash 
during 25 years of the 
International Coastal 
Cleanup, the world’s 
largest volunteer effort  
for ocean health. The 
weight is equal to that  
of 41,210 sedans. 

Volunteers have cleaned 
291,514 miles of coastal 
and inland shoreline and 
waterways, a distance 
equal to two trips around  
Earth followed by  
a trip to the moon. 152

countries 
and locations

8,763,377
People 291,514

Miles B irds, fish, and other animals can become 
entangled in ocean trash, which prevents 
them from feeding, swimming, and repro-
ducing. Entanglement also causes drowning. 
In addition, wildlife can mistake things like 
bottle caps, cigarette butts, and even ciga-
rette lighters for food, consuming them and 
feeding them to their young. They may 
become ill from digestive blockage or starve 
to death because they feel artificially full 
and stop eating.

brazil

25-Year Data Summary
international coastal cleanup

canada
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166,144,420
total debris items collected worldwide

25-Year Item Totals

DEBRIS ITEMS/SOURCES COUNTS

shoreline & recreational activities  

paper bags 2,257,254

plastic bags 7,825,319

balloons 1,248,892

beverage bottles (plastic) 9,549,156

beverage bottles (glass) 7,062,199

beverage cans 6,753,260

caps, lids 13,585,425

clothing, shoes 2,715,113

cups, plates, forks, knives, spoons 10,112,038

food wrappers/containers 14,766,533

6-pack holders 957,975

pull tabs 1,624,575

shotgun shells/wadding 301,650

straws, stirrers 6,263,453

toys 1,459,601

subtotal 86,482,443

ocean/waterway activities  

bait containers/packaging 382,811

bleach/cleaner bottles 967,491

buoys/floats 823,522

crab/lobster/fish traps 314,322

crates 313,997

fishing line 1,340,114

fishing lures/light sticks 945,241

fishing nets 1,050,825

light bulbs/tubes 438,361

oil/lube bottles 912,419

pallets 408,347

plastic sheeting/tarps 1,298,171

rope 3,251,948

strapping bands 801,886

subtotal 13,249,455

debris items/sources counts

smoking-related activities  

cigarettes/cigarette filters 52,907,756

cigarette lighters 1,468,366

cigar tips 2,872,086

tobacco packaging/wrappers 2,163,570

subtotal 59,411,778

dumping activities  

appliances 117,356

batteries 713,014

cars/car parts 688,612

building materials 1,875,252

55-gallon drums 182,889

tires 979,468

subtotal 4,556,591

medical/personal hygiene  

condoms 632,412

diapers 863,135

syringes 349,251

tampons/tampon applicators 599,355

subtotal 2,444,153

Source
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years of impacts

rank country or location
number of 

volunteers

1 united states 3,618,462

2 philippines 2,907,608

3 canada 251,141

4 japan 227,762

5 venezuela 187,027

6 brazil 134,701

7 south africa 106,253

8 india 104,443

9 puerto rico 86,915

10 panama 85,600

 152 countries  
and locations 8,763,377

25-Year Top Ten  
Participating Countries

25-Year Top Ten  
Participating States

rank US State
number of 

volunteers

1 california 1,076,344

2 florida 563,380

3 north carolina 341,937

4 texas 256,824

5 new york 181,791

6 south carolina 106,987

7 georgia 101,827

8 hawaii 92,755

9 oregon 84,695

10 louisiana 75,490

50 States and The 
District of Columbia 3,618,462

Source
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Cigarette butts are far and away the most 
prevalent item found over the past quarter-
century, accounting for more than three 
times the number of any other item. Six of 
the top ten items are consumer products 
made from plastic; much of the rope made 
today is synthetic, rather than more readily 
degradable natural fiber.

Over 25 years, Cleanup volunteers have picked 
up enough glass and plastic bottles (16,611,355) 
to provide every resident of New York City, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, and Houston with a 
cold beverage on a hot summer day.

The United States and Philippines have pro-
vided almost half of all volunteers over 25 
years. 2000 was the peak participation year, 
with 844,967 people. The top three participat-
ing countries over the past quarter-century 
were the United States (3,618,462), the 
Philippines (2,907,608), and Canada (251,141). 
California, by far the most active US state, had 
almost one-third of all US volunteers.

As a result of the 
increased awareness 
that comes from the 
Cleanup, the municipal 
governments have 
increased the number 
of garbage receptacles 
on the beaches and 
collect them with 
greater frequency. ”
liza gonzalez,  
nicaragua coordinator  
(paso pacifico)

canada

for a creative graphic by french cleanup volunteer  
nicolas verrier depicting the 25-year data, go to

www.oceanconservancy.org/25years
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117,356
appliances would fill  

32,600 single-axle  
adump trucks

52.9 
Million 

cigarettes/cigarette filters  
would fill 100 olympic-size  

swimming pools

863,135 
diapers would be enough  
to put one on every child  
born in the uk last year



“Large amounts of fireworks debris were 
found at the Pittsburgh Three Rivers Stadium,  
left over from f ireworks at baseball and 
football games. This was very disturbing to 
the volunteers who did the Cleanup, who 
hadn’t realized how much debris was pro-
duced from fireworks.” 

leni herr, pennsylvania coordinator  
(verizon telecompioneers)

“We had a hurricane, so the things we have 
pulled out of the water and removed from our 
shores have been amazing. Not just tires, but 
the whole car; refrigerators still full; dining 
room tables with the silverware; and just 
about everything anybody can think of.”

benjamin goliwas, louisiana coordinator 
(homeportneworleans.org)

“The most memorable story is by one of our 
longtime site coordinators, Glenn Cekus, who 
heads cleanups at Calumet Beach on 
Chicago’s south side. A few years ago when 
Glenn worked with the US Coast Guard, some 
of his colleagues did a dive during the 
Cleanup. One of them came to the surface 
and reported that it looked as if there were a 
dead body underwater. It happened that there 
were dozens of Boy Scouts there that day who 
had to be sent home when a 911 crew was 
called to the scene. After emergency dive 
crews went under, they eventually brought 
up… a Coast Guard rescue dummy!”

frances canonizado, illinois and indiana 
coordinator (alliance for the great lakes)

on And Under the Water

years of impacts

volunteers 

Boaters: Cleaning  
Hard-to-Reach Shores
Volunteers collect data from watercraft as well 
as on land and underwater. In 2010, 6,360 
boaters participated, up more than 200 percent 
from 2009. They collected 162,498 pounds of 
trash along 145 miles.

  
Many boaters learn of the 
Cleanup through Ocean 
Conservancy’s green 
boating program Good 
Mate (www.oceancon-
servancy.org/goodmate), 
supported by the Bruns-
wick Foundation. Boat-

ing clubs and marinas rally volunteers as well. 
The US Coast Guard Auxiliary, which educates 
boaters about ocean pollution, urges commu-
nity members to participate. And the US Power 
Squadron (a nonprofit, educational organiza-
tion dedicated to making boating safer and 
more enjoyable) encourages its members 
across the country to come out and clean up.

Divers: Going Beneath  
the Surface
Our cast-off items, from cans to fishing line, 
lie unseen beneath the surface, endangering 
swimmers and wildlife along with important 
habitat like coral reefs. Back in the early days 
of the Cleanup, Ocean Conservancy (then 
the Center for Marine Conservation) joined 
with the scuba diving industry, the US Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
and the US Coast Guard to launch the 
underwater component of the Cleanup. The 
diving community stepped up in a big way, 
including the Professional Association of 
Diving Instructors (PADI) and its Project 
AWARE Foundation, which still plays a major 
role today. 

In 1995, underwater Cleanup results were 
recorded separately for the first time. Some 
8,000 divers from more than 30 countries and 
23 US states and locations got to work, cleaning 
up more than 88,300 pounds of debris. The 
enthusiasm of divers grew. Two years later, 
diver participation had jumped 235 percent, to 
more than 18,400. Since the early years, under-
water Cleanup events have taken place in many 
lakes and waterways in addition to the ocean.

We suspected some 
marine life might be 
either camouflaged  
or entangled in some  
of the trash collected  
in our underwater 
Cleanups. We had  
a recovery tank on 
shore for any living 
organisms we could 
find. By the end  
of the Cleanup,  
we had rescued  
a number of baby 
angelfish, damselfish 
and sergeant majors,  
a small octopus, a few 
starfish, crabs, and  
a beautiful seahorse. ”
alberto martí, 
puerto rico coordinator 
(scuba dogs society)

USA

www.oceanConservancy.org/goodmate

WEIRD FINDS
Most Peculiar Things
The International Coastal Cleanup data 
card includes a section to record the 
“most peculiar” thing found. At many 
Cleanups, these garner awards. Here  
are some prizewinners from California:

▶ � 2008:A family of crawdads  
living in a purse

▶ � 2008: A 52-pound bag of dog hair

▶ � 2009: A grand piano found in a creek

▶  2009: �Ten single, unmatched shoes

▶ � 2010: A dead cow in a bag

“Over the past 17 years, Canadian Cleanup 
volunteers have found almost everything 
you would need for a wedding, including 
a wedding dress, engagement ring, tuxedo 
jacket, bow tie, wedding invitations, bride 
and groom cake topper, and veil.” 

jill dwyer, canada coordinator  
(great canadian shoreline cleanup)

“After basketball and boxing, politics is 
the most popular sport in Puerto Rico. 
Every four years during elections, we find 
an array of political flags, flyers, and stick-
ers that are both comical and depressing, 
considering the amount.”

alberto martí, puerto rico coordinator  
(scuba dogs society)

“The weirdest find was a whole toilet a 
hundred meters out from the coast on 
the sea bed. We were wondering who 
went to all that trouble to take out the 
toilet on a boat to dump it when he/she 
could have used the bulk refuse service—
which is free in Malta.”

vincent attard, malta coordinator  
(nature trust malta)

puerto rico
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2010 International  
Coastal Cleanup

American Samoa
Argentina
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belgium
Belize
Bolivia
Brazil
British Virgin 

Islands
Brunei
Bulgaria
Canada
Cape Verde

Channel Islands
Chile
China
Colombia
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Croatia
Cyprus
Denmark
Dominica
Dominican  

Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
Estonia
Fiji
Finland
France
Germany

Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Grenada
Guam
Guatemala
Guyana
Honduras
Hong Kong
India
Indonesia
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Lithuania
Luxembourg

Madagascar
Malaysia
Maldives
Malta
Mauritius
Mexico
Mozambique
Namibia
Netherland Antilles
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Northern Mariana 

Islands
Oman
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru

Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Republic of Korea
Russia
Saint Kitts  

and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and 

the Grenadines
Samoa
Saudi Arabia
Scotland
Seychelles
Singapore
Sint Maarten, Dutch 

West Indies
Slovakia
Solomon Islands

South Africa
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Tanzania
Thailand
Trinidad  

and Tobago
Turkey
Ukraine
United Arab  

Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
Uruguay
US Virgin Islands
Vanuatu
Venezuela
Vietnam
Wales

2010 People Pounds Miles

beach/inland waterway 600,427 8,284,229 14,520.0

underwater 8,620 251,845 194.3

watercraft 6,360 162,498 144.7

totals 615,407 8,698,572 14,859

Types of Cleanup

yellow
participating

white 
nonparticipating

in 2010, 114 COUNTRIES & LOCATIONS PARTICIPATED  
IN THE INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP

>8 
Million

pounds of trash could cover  
about 170 football fields

During the 25th anniversary Cleanup in 2010, 615,407 volunteers picked up 
more than 8 million pounds of trash and other debris—enough to cover 
about 170 football fields. They worked at 5,438 sites around the world.

S ince the first Cleanup in Texas in 1986, the Cleanup movement has grown 
tremendously, in large part due to the phenomenal reach of the Internet in 
recent years. Inspired volunteers spread the word through social networking. 
Ocean Conservancy uses e-newsletters and webinars to inform and train 
the Coordinators who organize events. And volunteers can find local 
Cleanups, get questions answered, and register online. 

In the past, Coordinators used the mail to deliver thousands 
of completed data cards to Ocean Conservancy. Now they 
can report results through Ocean Conservancy’s Online 
Data Collection and Reporting Tool. Participants share 
everything from local data to inspiring photos and stories 
on networking sites including Facebook and YouTube.
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9,843,121
total debris items collected worldwidecleanup Data

Source
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For all the years we 
have been doing beach 
Cleanups, plastic  
has been by far the 
most common article 
collected. People got  
so tired of recording 
plastic bottles that they 
started to write ‘nuff’ 
and ‘whole heap’ and 
‘too many to count.’  
We had to incorporate 
this in our training so 
volunteers would under-
stand the importance  
of the count. ”
tamoy singh, jamaica coordinator 
(jamaica environmental trust)

USA

rank country or location
number of 

volunteers

1 united states 245,447

2 philippines 145,733

3 canada 29,038

4 dominican republic 27,622

5 india 15,135

6 south africa 12,747

7 puerto rico 12,558

8 brazil 12,217

9 mexico 12,105

10 ecuador 9,435

 114 Countries  
and Locations 615,407

2010 Top Ten  
Participating Countries

Source
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2010 Top Ten  
Participating States

rank us State
number of 

volunteers

1 california 108,741

2 florida 25,290

3 georgia 21,270

4 north carolina 15,710

5 new york 9,235

6 texas 9,230

7 virginia 6,157

8 south carolina 3,923

9 oregon 3,588

10 pennsylvania 3,442

46 US States and the 
district of Columbia 245,317

Source
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DEBRIS ITEMS/SOURCES COUNTS

shoreline & recreational activities  

bags (paper) 300,031

bags (plastic) 980,067

balloons 75,168

beverage bottles (plastic) 1,094,921

beverage bottles (glass) 440,756

beverage cans 429,167

caps, lids 882,936

clothing, shoes 237,283

cups, plates, forks, knives, spoons 524,853

food wrappers/containers 853,633

pull tabs 77,434

6-pack holders 40,243

shotgun shells/wadding 29,339

straws, stirrers 433,376

toys 101,830

subtotal 6,501,037

ocean/waterway activities  

bait containers/packaging 38,444

bleach/cleaner bottles 65,872

buoys/floats 49,970

crab/lobster/fish traps 16,820

crates 10,812

fishing line 92,412

fishing lures/light sticks 27,951

fishing nets 46,899

light bulbs/tubes 25,456

oil/lube bottles 48,541

pallets 15,326

plastic sheeting/tarps 79,252

rope 241,896

strapping bands 42,125

subtotal 801,776

debris items/sources counts

smoking-related activities  

cigarettes/cigarette filters 1,892,526

cigarette lighters 56,477

cigar tips 140,856

tobacco packaging/wrappers 136,956

subtotal 2,226,815

dumping activities  

appliances (refrigerators, washers, etc.) 7,134

batteries 26,205

building materials 108,322

cars/car parts 21,613

55-gallon drums 4,772

tires 21,858

subtotal 189,904

medical/personal hygiene  

condoms 27,366

diapers 55,350

syringes 14,555

tampons/tampon applicators 26,318

subtotal 123,589

Human Health Threats
Nearly 2.5 million of the items tallied during 
the 2010 Cleanup can impact human health. 
Batteries, car parts, and 55-gallon chemical 
drums can leak toxic compounds. Disposable 
diapers, syringes, and condoms may carry 
bacteria and other contaminants. Volunteers 
found 26,205 batteries in 2010.

Volunteer Participation
Top Ten Countries and Locations: The greatest 
turnouts came from the United States, the 
Philippines, and Canada. The Philippines 
nearly doubled their participation from the 
previous year. The countries with the most 
Cleanup sites were the United States (3,004), 
Canada (990), and Mexico (99).

Notable Increases: Kenya, which had 196 vol-
unteers in 2009, brought out 6,525 volunteers 
in 2010—a stunning 3,229 percent increase. 
The Dominican Republic grew their volunteers 
by 137 percent, going from 11,636 to 27,622.

United States: In the United States, volun-
teers covered 46 states and the District of 
Columbia. Only Kentucky, North Dakota, 
Tennessee, and Vermont did not turn in data 
cards. The states with the most individual 
Cleanup sites were California (629), Florida 
(417), and New York (276).

2010 international coastal 

2010 Item Totals

32 33

5,464
cars could have been outfitted  

with tires from the trash  
collected in 2010

94,626  
packs of cigarettes could have  

been filled with the amount  
of cigarettes/cigarette butts  

collected in 2010


