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Ohio Lake Erie Commission 
Request for Proposal (RFP) 

Lake Erie Coastal Wetland Vegetative Index of Biotic Integrity (VIBI-ECOASTAL) Project 
Proposal Due Date: November 8, 2013 

 
The Ohio Lake Erie Commission is soliciting proposals through the Lake Erie Protection Fund to 
perform an assessment of Lake Erie coastal wetlands utilizing the Coastal Wetland Vegetative Index of 
Biotic Integrity (VIBI-ECOASTAL). The 2004 Lake Erie Quality Index (LEQI) evaluated coastal wetland sites 
for their plant diversity and the Ohio Lake Erie Commission is seeking to replicate this study for 
comparison with present day conditions. A complete list of wetland sites to be studied in this project 
is included as the second page of this RFP. Results of this project will used for a 2015 update to the 
Lake Erie Quality Index.  
 
Proposals should include assessments for the listed sites using the VIBI-ECOASTAL. The number of VIBI 
plots at each site should be selected based on representative areas of each dominant plant 
community. The applicant is responsible for making contact with site owners, and obtaining 
permission to access sites and conduct the analysis. 
 
Applicants should be experienced with the VIBI methodology and have documented experience 
identifying and cataloging wetland plants. Data submission of data results from all sites will be in a 
format to be prescribed by the Ohio Lake Erie Commission staff. 
 
Please see the following links for appropriate VIBI-ECOASTAL methodology, as well as a reference report 
from Ohio EPA: 
http://epa.ohio.gov/portals/35/wetlands/Part9_field_manual_v1_4rev4sept07.pdf 
http://lakeerie.ohio.gov/Portals/0/LEQI%20Mack%20VIBI%20Report.pdf 
 
The 2004 Lake Erie Quality Index may be viewed at the following link:  
http://lakeerie.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Reports/2004stateofthelakereport.pdf 
 
Funding for this project seeks to address the Habitat and Species Objective in the Lake Erie Protection 
and Restoration Plan (2013) to “Protect, enhance and restore wetlands and their functionality and 
expand wetland acreage within the watershed, with a priority focus on coastal wetlands.”  
 
Please visit the Commission’s website at http://lakeerie.ohio.gov/LakeErieProtectionFund.aspx for 
application materials and to obtain more information about the Lake Erie Protection Fund. 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact Rian Sallee, the Commission’s Grants Coordinator, at 
419-621-2040. 

http://epa.ohio.gov/portals/35/wetlands/Part9_field_manual_v1_4rev4sept07.pdf
http://lakeerie.ohio.gov/Portals/0/LEQI%20Mack%20VIBI%20Report.pdf
http://lakeerie.ohio.gov/Portals/0/Reports/2004stateofthelakereport.pdf
http://lakeerie.ohio.gov/LakeErieProtectionFund.aspx



	RFP CoastalWetlandVIBILEPF letterhead
	Coastal Wetland Sites

